LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

Vijavkrishna went to Santipur. His mother looked upon
the rejection of his thread as a disgrace to the high family
of Adwaita and was deeply mortified at heart. She
insisted on his resuming the thread and began to cry in
a frantic manner, lying at his feet. The sight ovcrwclmcd
Vijavkrishna. His mind hovered between two alternatives;

now he felt inclined to obey his mother and now he was
drawn to his own conviction. These conflicting thoughts
puzzled him so much that he fainted. After he had come
round, he explained himself and told her that he would
die, if he would deviate an inch from what he knew to
be truth. For, God is Truth and Truth is God. He
visualized Jacob's ladder rising from the subconscious
depth of the ego to the peaks crowned by the stars. The
mother at once understood him and blessed him from the
fulness of her heart. But the orthodox Hindus of
Santipur could not tolerate this act of Vijaykrishna. They
were bent on making an example of him. When he was
out, they reviled him, threw dust on him, called him
mad, spat on him, and even ruthlessly pelted him with
stones or brickbats, which sometimes grazed his body and
sometimes wounded his beautiful person. Vijaykrishna
endured all this with calmness. He said that truth was
on his side. He no longer felt the qualms of his conscience
which had been more painful to him. At their instigation
Vijaykrishna's own men closed their doors upon him ;

yet the Hindus of Santipur were not satisfied. They began
to torment him with inhuman and barbarous ferocity.
He was seized upon, his body was besmeared with treacle,
and a number of wasps were set on his limbs to sting
him. One day while attending a sankirtan, he now and
then laughed or cried in ecstasy. This was taken amiss
by some Goswamis, and he was removed from the place,